Computing and ICT Department
The ICT department consists of two members of ICT staff.
The ICT department is housed across two main classrooms with a third bookable room. Each classroom has 30 computers, a teacher workstation, access to an interactive whiteboard and projector. The department and school as a whole have taken a leap forward investing heavily in educating young people with the skills to work in a digital world. This is achieved by an engaging curriculum tailored to suit the students in the classrooms. We also have access to a range of multimedia equipment that can be utilised in lessons to engage learning in different ways. As a school we are moving towards using Google Apps for Education in place of Microsoft Office as it allows students to access their work at home, on their phones and across the school site easily. 
The KS3 Curriculum
The KS3 curriculum addresses a wide range of topics including personal safety as well as looking at visual and text based programming. General Outlines for each year group can be seen in the table below:
	Year 7
	Introduction To Computing, Interactive Storybooks, Lego Mindstorm Programming, Data Handling, Podcasting and use of Scratch/Kodu

	Year 8
	Website Design, Python Programming, Data Handling, 3D Design, Multimedia Project and Animation Project

	Year 9
	Students currently start their KS4 courses, which is detailed below. Currently however, all students study the OCR Cambridge Nationals qualification with the specific units: R002, R005, R006 and R007.


KS4 Curriculum
For the current cohort of students, Computing and ICT is a core subject with students depending on their suitability will follow one of two programmes of study. The first option is the GCSE ICT from Edexcel, where students will complete Controlled Assessment and an Exam, weighting for which is 60% and 40% respectively. The second option is following the Cambridge Nationals in ICT and students complete the same units as those in Year 9 and can also look at completing other units, combining their most successful units together to achieve their final grade.
As of September 2014, we will be offering the GCSE in Computer Science from WJEC. This will be an option subject and interest is quite high from the current cohort of students. 
Extra-Curricular 
ICT has an active role in the extracurricular department and are for the third year running competing in the First Lego League tournament. Students design, build and program a robot to compete in a range of challenges. 
As part of the supporting study of all students, regular after school catch up clubs are run to allow students the best chance to succeed in their learning. 
