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February 2013 

Climate Change Conference 

On Monday 3 December a group of 
ten students from years 7-10 
attended a Climate Change 
Conference at the Reading Borough 
Council offices. In total 15 teams 
from various schools across Reading 
were there, each one representing a 
different country. During the 
conference, the young people 
debated three major elements of the 
actual negotiations: 

Plans for more ambitious action ς 
to agree how far all nations, 
developing and developed, will go 
to cut emissions or reduce 
emission growth. 
Kyoto Protocol 2 ς how to make 
the second period of this 
international agreement legally-
binding. 
Priorities for Long-term 
Cooperative Action ς to decide 
joint action to meet targets. 

wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘ 
Bangladesh and Brazil and some very 
lively discussions took place. The girls 
were some of the youngest there, 
but held their own against the other 
teams and learnt a lot about global 
warming and what can be done to 
reduce this and the consequences of 
not taking action.  

Spring Reading Challenge 

This term students at all levels have 
joined the Reading Challenge and earned 
some well deserved house points and a 
go at the Library Lucky Dip. The 
Challenge is open to all age groups and 
there is still time to enter - all you need 
to do is read at least three books before 
the 25 March, record what you have 
read, write what you thought of each 
book and give it a star rating. When you 
hand in your reading challenge Mrs Bilbe 
will email your tutor and they will give 
you your House Points, the Library Lucky 
Dip will take place in the library, on 
Wednesday 27 March at 1.20pm. All the 
entries will go into a big prize draw at 
the end of the Summer Term in July.  

Swap a book on World Book Day 

We are celebrating World Book Day on 
Thursday 7 March with a book swap in 
the library. Bring in any books you would 
like to swap on 6 March and the swap 
organiser will give you a book swap to 
use the next day. You have to bring a 
book to pick a book so turn out all those 
books you have finished reading and find 
something new to explore and keep. 

World Book Day Tokens will also be 
handed out in Tutor Time that morning. 

Book Club 

The first books for the Book Club are 
being handed out now. The Wednesday 
Wonders meet in the library after school 
ŀƴŘ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ ά¢ƘŜ DǊŀǾŜȅŀǊŘ .ƻƻƪέ 
by Neil Gaiman, and the Thursday 
Thinkers meet in the library at 
ƭǳƴŎƘǘƛƳŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ άbƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ 
[ƛƎƘǘǎέ ōȅ tƘƛƭƛǇ tǳƭƭƳŀƴΦ .ƻǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀŦǘŜǊ 
school and lunch-time groups have a 
spare place, so if you like reading and 
talking about books come and speak to 
the librarian about joining one. If we get 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘƘŀƴ ǘǿƻ ŜƴǉǳƛǊƛŜǎ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜΩƭƭ 
be able to start a third group. 

 

 

 

On 31 January the Travel & Tourism Post
-16 students went to Windsor and Earls 
Court in connection with their course 
work. The trip was organised by one of 
the Level 2 students, as part of her 
course.   

Whilst in Windsor they saw the Changing 
of the Guard at Windsor Castle. The 
students then travelled to Earls Court for 
the Destinations and Travel show, where 
there were stalls for every part of the 
world, and the students obtained plenty 
of brochures! 

The Post-16 Centre is currently 
interviewing potential new students 
hoping to start in September, and held a 
ΨƳŜŜǘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀƳΩ ŜǾŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƻǳǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Centre on Tuesday 12 February.  

The next Open Evening will be held on 
Tuesday 5 March 2013 from 6.00-
8.00pm, and welcomes anyone 
interested in the Post-16 Centre at 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƛǊƭǎΩ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ŎƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ ƭƻƻƪ 
round and meet the team. For further 
information please telephone 0118 
9231010 or visit the website 
www.reading-college.ac.uk/rgs.  

Term 3 

Reading Girlsô 

School  

NEWSLETTER  
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Students who leave the school site at 
the end of the day will not be allowed 

back into school for any reason.     
Students must leave the site 

if not attending an after 
school club. 
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Christmas Show 

Jesus of NazarethςThis is your life 
Part 1 

On Wednesday 19 December a home 
grown script loosely based on the 
story of the nativity hit the stage at 
RGS.     

The scenario was built around a 
group of students who kindly decide 
to help their frazzled and stressed 
teacher to come up with a show that 
ƛǎ άΧΦǎǳǊŜ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊŜǎǎ ǘƘŜ 
Headteacher and entertain the 
ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΦέ  Lƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
the Christmas story accurate they 
encounter several difficulties 
including the student who comes 
dressed as Elvis the king, another 
king who misheard and bought 
Frankenstein ς 
played 
spectacularly 
by Mr Hughes, 
as a gift, a 
donkey who 
refuses to 
carry Mary on 
his back, and a 
group of shepherds who are saved 
from the lack of intelligence by their 
very astute sheep.  I should also 

mention our 
zumba teacher 
Dan Bridle who 
willingly took on 
the role as a 
carrier of the 
giant gold 
Ferrero Roche.    

 

The production also saw the debut of 
the reformed RGS choir, who 
performed numbers such as Robbie 
Williams Ψ!ƴƎŜƭǎΩΣ ŀƴŘ aŀŘƻƴƴŀΩǎ 
ΨtŀǇŀ 5ƻƴΩǘ tǊŜŀŎƘΩ. Their sound was 
quite something and even this old 
hard faced drama teacher found 
herself dabbing an eye when I stood 
back and listened to what they had 
achieved. The choir continue to meet 
and rehearse on Mondays after 
school and are going from strength 
to strength with numbers rapidly 
swelling following their inspiring 
performance.  A 
special mention 
should go to Chris 
West from St 
[ŀǳǊŜƴŎŜΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ 
who came to offer 
us some percussion 
support with his 
amazing box drum.      

So much fun was had putting this 
production together, and alongside 
that fun came some very practical 
ƭŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ 
place in a regular classroom lesson.  
Students took on all aspects of 
production from lighting to costume 
management.   

Jamaica in year 
10 did a 
tremendous 
job in ensuring 
that the cast of 
70 were 
dressed and 
ready to go on 
stage, and also 
that all the 
hired 
costumes came back ready for 
return.  

Franchesca, also in year 10, was the 
production stage manager and said 
that she never realised how difficult 
it was to organise large numbers of 
people back stage, but had learned a 
lot in her role, despite feeling totally 
exhausted by the end of it all.  
Students from the GCSE food 
technology class provided plenty of 
delicious homemade festive 
refreshments for the audience. 

This was truly a team 
effort that showed 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ DƛǊƭǎΩ ŀǘ ƛǘǎ 
best.  So many stellar 
performances from 
our students, and 
great enthusiasm for 
a summer 
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴΧΦΦ ²ŜΩǾŜ 
already started 
fundraising!  


