Task 1: Read this article
How Drama Reflects and Shapes the World Around Us
Adapted from: Ahmadova & Farzaliyeva (2025)
Summary
Theatre has always reflected the world we live in. From ancient tragedies to today’s digital performances, drama helps us explore moral issues, political struggles, and cultural identity. It gives a voice to those who are often unheard and helps communities learn, heal, and act.
1. Introduction
Theatre today is more than a stage and actors – it’s an evolving space for learning and change. Technology has helped create digital and immersive performances (Dixon, 2015). At the same time, applied theatre – which takes place in schools and communities – lets people take part in performances that deal with real-life issues (Bragby, 2019). Theatre continues to shape how we see ourselves and others (Ahmadova & Farzaliyeva, 2025).
2. Theatre as a Mirror of Society
Throughout history, theatre has shown what people value, fear, and fight for.
· Ancient Greek Theatre featured tragedies by Sophocles and Euripides, exploring justice and fate. For example, Antigone questions whether personal conscience is more important than state law. Aristophanes’ Lysistrata uses comedy to protest war (Sadikhova, 2023).
· Medieval Morality Plays, such as Everyman, used religious stories to teach people about good behaviour and the importance of living a moral life (Ahmadova & Farzaliyeva, 2025).
· Shakespeare’s Plays like Macbeth, Hamlet, and King Lear explore power, ambition, family, and identity. His works reflect the politics and social values of his time (Sadikhova, 2023).
3. Theatre and Politics
Theatre has been used to protest, educate, and demand change.
· Theatre of the Oppressed, created by Augusto Boal in Brazil, allows audience members to join the performance and suggest ways to solve social problems (Boal in Bragby, 2019). It is still used today to support education and activism.
· Revolutionary Theatre in France and Russia was used to call for justice. In the early 20th century, Bertolt Brecht’s Mother Courage and Her Children used epic theatre to make audiences think critically about war and capitalism (Sadikova, 2024).
· Postcolonial Theatre in countries like Kenya and Nigeria used drama to challenge colonial rule. Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o’s play I Will Marry When I Want criticised economic exploitation and was so powerful he was arrested (Shang & Wang, 2024).
4. Theatre and Racial Justice
In the US and around the world, drama has given a voice to marginalised communities.
· African American Theatre, through writers like Lorraine Hansberry (A Raisin in the Sun) and August Wilson, explored the Black experience in the 20th century, showing the fight for equality (Samuel, 2012).
· Latin American Theatre featured work by Luis Valdez, who created teatro campesino to support Mexican-American workers. His play Zoot Suit told their stories using historical events and cultural identity (Iftikhar, Manzoor & Toor, 2023).
· In Kenya, Ngũgĩ wa Thiong’o wrote in native languages to make theatre more accessible and challenge colonial influences (Shang & Wang, 2024).
5. Community-Based Theatre
Community theatre involves ordinary people in performances about their own lives.
· Theatre for Development (TfD) is used in many African and Asian countries to raise awareness about health, education, and human rights. It encourages audience participation and real-life action (Epskamp, 1992).
· In India, the group Jana Natya Manch performs street theatre on workers’ rights, caste discrimination, and corruption (Zhang, 1997).
· In the UK and USA, applied theatre is used in prisons, refugee centres, and schools to help people express trauma and rebuild confidence (Bragby, 2019).
6. Theatre in Times of Crisis
Theatre helps people cope, resist, and reflect in difficult times.
· During War, underground theatre groups in Nazi Germany, such as the Red Orchestra, performed in secret to protest fascism (Eley, 2005).
· During Economic Crises, agitprop theatre (agitation + propaganda) gave workers a voice. Clifford Odets’ Waiting for Lefty (1935) called for action, and Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman (1949) explored the cost of the American Dream (Schmidt, 2016; Zhang, 1997).
· During Pandemics, such as HIV/AIDS, plays like The Normal Heart (1985) and Angels in America (1991) demanded awareness and justice. During COVID-19, theatre moved online and found new ways to connect with audiences (Dixon, 2015).
7. Conclusion
Theatre has always responded to what’s happening in the world – from ancient Greece to today’s digital age. It gives people the chance to speak out, reflect, and act. Whether used in protest, education, or healing, theatre continues to matter. It is not just about watching – it’s about thinking, feeling, and doing something. As society changes, theatre will remain a powerful way to tell stories and inspire hope (Ahmadova & Farzaliyeva, 2025).
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Task 2: 
Research a play that had a powerful impact on society or responded to a moment of crisis or change. This could be political, social, economic, cultural, or personal.
You will explore:
• What the play is about
• Why it was written
• When and where it was first performed
• How the audience reacted
• How it reflects the world around it
• What impact it had – positive or negative
• What genre and style it used
How to Present Your Work:
Choose one of the following formats:
• A short essay (500–700 words)
• A presentation (Google Slides, PowerPoint or similar)
• A video essay (spoken analysis, 3–5 minutes)
Whichever format you choose, your work must:
• Be in full sentences
• Include specific research
• Explain the play's context, genre, and impact
• Reflect your own thoughts and interpretation












Research Scaffold: Use this template to help plan your essay/response. 
	Focus Area
	Your Response

	Title of the play
	

	Playwright
	

	What is the play about? (summary of plot, themes, characters)
	

	When was it written and first performed?
	

	Why was it written? (What inspired it? What issue does it explore?)
	

	What genre and style is it? (Absurdism, Naturalism, Epic Theatre, etc.)
	

	What was happening in society at the time? (Context of crisis or change)
	

	How did audiences respond? (Was it shocking? Celebrated? Banned?)
	

	How does the play reflect or challenge its time and context?
	

	What impact did it have? (Did it raise awareness, influence laws, spark protest?)
	

	Is it still relevant today? Why or why not?
	





Plays You Might Choose:
• The Crucible – Arthur Miller (McCarthyism and persecution in 1950s America) – Allegory, Historical Drama
• Mother Courage and Her Children – Bertolt Brecht (War, capitalism, and loss) – Epic Theatre
• Top Girls – Caryl Churchill (Feminism, gender inequality, and Thatcherism) – Non-naturalistic, Political Theatre
• Osama the Hero – Dennis Kelly (Fear, blame, and prejudice in a post-9/11 world) – In-yer-face Theatre
• Little Revolution – Alecky Blythe (2011 London riots, community and division) – Verbatim Theatre
• Or another play of your choice – Get approval from Ms. Maley before starting
Success Criteria
✅ Clear explanation of the play’s purpose and message
✅ Accurate description of the genre and style
✅ Strong links to real-world context
✅ Audience reaction clearly explained
✅ Analysis of the play’s impact on society
✅ Well-organised work with full sentences and research evidence
✅ Subject-specific vocabulary used: genre, theme, context, audience response, style, impact
Stretch & Challenge – BOOST:
• Include a direct quote from the play and explain its significance
• Suggest how this play could be staged today to connect with a modern audience
• Compare this play’s message or technique with another we’ve studied in class
