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	TASK 1
Understanding business
Choose ONE established business that you are familiar with (e.g. Starbucks, Tesco, Aldi etc.)
Conduct research into your chosen business using websites, articles, social media, videos etc.
Create a report (with appropriate headings and sub-titles) either hand written or using a word document which must include the following information:
· How the business was started and a brief history.
· The markets the business trades in and its competitors.
· The businesses product or service range and the types of customer that the business targets.
· The ownership of the business and the advantages and disadvantages of this type of business.
· How the business is organised and managed.
· The types of technology and machinery used, together with an explanation of how they benefit the business.
· An explanation of the types of advertising and promotion that the business uses.
	TASK 2
Business in the real world
Find a UK business news article (from the past 6 months). Write an article review (with appropriate headings and sub-titles) either handwritten or using a word document which must include the following information:

· What business is it about?
· What decision was made?
· Who were the stakeholders involved and how were they affected?
· Which objectives are relevant (e.g., growth, survival, profit)?
Useful sources: BBC Business / Sky News Business





	TASK 3
Business Maths Challenge
Scenario: A bakery sells cakes for £5. It sells 600 cakes in a week. Each cake costs £1.50 to make. Fixed costs = £500/week.
Calculate:
· Total revenue
· Total variable costs
· Total costs
· Profit
· Break-even level of output
Useful sources:
BBC Bitesize - Calculations
Video – Calculations



	TASK 4

Ethics Case Study

Choose a business known for ethical issues. Create a report (with appropriate headings and sub-titles) either handwritten or using a word document which must include the following information:
· What is / was the issue?
· How did / does it affect stakeholders?
· Customers
· Employees
· Suppliers
· Government
· Local communities etc..
· What should the business do differently?
· Links to where you found the above information must be included in your report.
Useful sources:
Fast fashion: Boohoo breaks promises on ethical overhaul - BBC News
Fast fashion giant Shein finds child labour cases in supply chain - BBC News
Prominent Commonwealth Games breached ethics code



Think about which part of Business Studies you enjoy most or find most intriguing – what do you want to understand better, or are you curious about?
Turn that interest into a question, for example:
1. In the modern business world, should profit still be the primary objective of a for profit business?
2. Some businesses publicly support social movement like Black Lives Matter or Pride. Should business have a role in politics?
3. From TikTok trends to Instagram stories, influencers now dominate how brands promote their products. Are influencers the future of advertising?
Use reliable websites, books and articles to find out more about this topic and take notes.
Use your notes to write a response to your question.
To deepen evaluative thinking, you can use these prompts in your answer:
· How important is this factor compared to others?
· To what extent is this conclusion reliable?
· What would change if the context was different (e.g. a small vs large business)?
· What are the short-term and long-term implications?
· How would different stakeholders view this issue?
USEFUL RESOURCES – WEBSITES / BOOKS / VIDEOS / PODCASTS
Business News & Current Affairs
· BBC Business News – Accessible, reliable business news.
· Sky News – Business – Up-to-date business developments.
· The Guardian Business – Critical viewpoints and in-depth features.
· Financial Times (FT Schools) – Free access for students and teachers with school registration.
Student-Friendly Business Resources
· Tutor2u – Excellent revision notes, videos, blogs and exam tips.
· BBC Bitesize – GCSE Business – Great for brushing up on basics.
· BusinessEd – PowerPoints, worksheets, and quizzes.
· Investopedia – Definitions and clear explanations of financial and business concepts
General Business Inspiration – Books 
· Shoe Dog by Phil Knight – Memoir of the founder of Nike.
· The Diary of a CEO by Steven Bartlett – Modern, accessible take on leadership and purpose in business.
· Start It Up by Luke Johnson – Practical guide to entrepreneurship.
· Business for Bohemians by Tom Hodgkinson – Creative, lifestyle-first approach to business.
· How I Built This by Guy Raz – Based on the popular podcast, tells stories of real entrepreneurs.
For Ethical & Critical Thinking
· Let My People Go Surfing by Yvon Chouinard (founder of Patagonia) – Sustainable business philosophy.
· Thinking, Fast and Slow by Daniel Kahneman – Human decision-making, useful for marketing and strategy.
YouTube Channels
· Two Teachers – A Level Business-focused videos, great for OCR exam practice.
· Taking The Biz – Revision-friendly tutorials with a fun tone.
· Economics Explained – Great for macroeconomic context behind business news.
· ColdFusion – Fascinating business documentaries on tech giants and startups.
Must-Watch YouTube Videos
· “How Shein Took Over Fast Fashion” – (Economics Explained / CNBC)
· “Why Tesla’s Business Model Is Different” – ColdFusion
· “How Amazon Makes Money” – The Infographics Show
Movies with Business Themes
· The Social Network – Story of Facebook’s founding.
· The Founder – How McDonald's became a franchise empire.
· The Big Short – Explains the 2008 financial crash.
· Erin Brockovich – A powerful story of corporate ethics and responsibility.
· Moneyball – Decision-making, stats, and innovation in baseball—applicable to strategy!
Documentaries
· Inside the Factory (BBC iPlayer) – Behind the scenes of manufacturing in UK.
· The True Cost (Amazon Prime/YouTube) – Ethical issues in fashion.
· Dirty Money (Netflix) – Business scandals and corruption.
· The Dropout (Disney+/Hulu) – The rise and fall of Elizabeth Holmes (Theranos).
· American Factory (Netflix) – Culture clash in a Chinese-owned U.S. factory.
Podcasts
· The Diary of a CEO – Interviews with top entrepreneurs, widely popular with young adults.
· Business Daily (BBC World Service) – Short, informative episodes on global business issues.
· How I Built This – Real stories of entrepreneurs and innovation.
· Planet Money – Fun and clever explanations of business and economics.
	
	
	



