	Transition Study
	
	English Literature – AQA Spec A


 

	Complete 2-3 activities from the PiXL transition Booklet of tasks 
Pixl Transition to A Level Literature (1).pdf


Familiarize yourself with a wider reading text over the summer

A level wider reading List.pdf

	Research Margaret Atwood and the feminist and political context of The Handmaid’s Tale (e.g. second-wave feminism, totalitarian regimes, reproductive rights).
Then, write a short response to this question:
“Why might Margaret Atwood describe The Handmaid’s Tale as a ‘warning’ rather than a prediction?”


	Read one poem from The World’s Wife by Carol Ann Duffy (freely available online) and the poem ‘The Long Queen’ from Feminine Gospels.
Write a creative diary entry from the perspective of one of the female voices in either poem, reflecting on:
· How their gender affects their identity
· Their place in society
· What they want to change




	Research post-WWII America in the 1940s–50s and answer the following in your own words:
· What was expected of women in society at the time?
· What was changing in terms of class and power?
Then, read a short summary of A Streetcar Named Desire). Based on this, write a short paragraph responding to the following:
“What kind of conflict do you expect will occur between the characters of Blanche DuBois and Stanley Kowalski? How might this reflect wider social tensions at the time?”




Think about which part of English you enjoy most or find most intriguing – what do you want to understand better, or are you curious about?
Turn that interest into a question, for example:
Q1. "How do social class and power struggles shape relationships in the literature of different time periods?"
Use reliable websites, books and articles to find out more about this topic and take notes.
Use your notes to write a response to your question


	
	
	



