A-Level Fine Art: Summer Holiday Project
Theme: Nature and Surfaces

Deadline: First art lesson in September

Overview
This project is designed to help you begin thinking like an artist—observing, recording, and interpreting the world around you. “Nature and Surfaces” encourages you to explore natural forms and the visual/tactile qualities of surfaces through personal investigation.

Part 1: Observational Study
Objective: Develop drawing and recording skills.
· Choose at least three natural objects or environments (e.g. tree bark, leaves, rocks, water, flowers, insects, soil textures).
· Create a minimum of 6 observational studies (A4 or larger) using a variety of media:
· Pencil, charcoal, ink, watercolour, mixed media.
· Consider both close-up details and wider compositional scenes.
Try to show texture, light, and structure in your mark-making.

Part 2: Photography
Objective: Develop visual research and composition awareness.
· Take a series of 10–15 photos that explore natural textures and surfaces:
· Cracked earth, moss, weathered stone, tree bark, water reflections, etc.
· Explore different lighting conditions and angles.
· Print and annotate at least 6 key images with comments on:
· Texture, line, shape, contrast and colour..
· Why you chose the image.






































Part 3: Artist Research
Objective: Gain insight into how artists respond to nature and surfaces.
· Choose two artists who explore nature or surface texture in their work. Suggestions:
· Andy Goldsworthy (land art)
· Georgia O’Keeffe (natural forms)
· Peter Randall-Page (stone and pattern)
· Anselm Kiefer (material surfaces)
· Barbara Hepworth (organic abstraction)
· Create two A4 pages per artist including:
· A brief biography.
· Analysis of at least one artwork (use art terms: composition, texture, tone, material, etc.)
· Your own small visual response or study inspired by the artist.

 Part 4: Experimental Surface Work
Objective: Begin developing material techniques.
· Collect natural or found materials (twigs, leaves, fabric, plaster, string, etc.).
· Create two or more experimental surface textures using layering, collage, rubbing, or painting.
· Document your process and reflect on the result.

Presentation Tips
· Work on paper.
· Clearly label each section.
· Be creative—show your curiosity, personality, and artistic voice!

✅ Assessment Criteria (for feedback, not grading)
· Quality of observation
· Engagement with the theme
· Creativity and experimentation
· Visual and written analysis
· Effort and independence


































	
