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Headt eacher & s MR §fger present problem andgh 61t Story Competition
in this economic climate all of us have

Although this last term has been a shoreen affected. To help preserve and  In April many of our girls entered the
one it has been an extremely busy develop the school further | wish to offeryoung Writers Short Story Competition
period. Students have continued to workhe opportunity to parents and carers toThe girls had to write a mini saga with a
hard and behave exceptionally well in ainake a financial contribution to RGS totwist in the tale of 100 words or less. Our
activities they have undertaken. As youhelp us to purchase items that would  girls took on the challenge and wrote
read this newsletter you will be able to benefit all students but which are not  prilliantly, some revisiting traditional
see the wide variety of events the within the school budget to buy. tales and others creating something
students have undertaken this term.  Therefore in September 2014 we will  wholly original. To write an entire story
formally ask you to make a donation to in so few words is incredibly challenging
the school funds. but the girls threw themselves into it
wholeheartedly! To our delight we
treceived a letter from the Editor
r{'nforming us that a selection of our
students had been successful and now

At this time the Year 11 students are

busy revising for and sitting their GCSE
examinations; please encourage and May | take this opportunity to thank all
support themg | have great hopes that the parents and carers for their suppor
this year will see the best GCSE results¢ RGS is a school that totally believes i
ever at the school. Everyone at RGS  working with students, parents and the . :
sends their very best wishes to all the community to ensure all students recei\)gave. the oppo_rtumty for their work o be
students in Year 11. a first class education. published within a special anthology.

The situation with parking in Finally | hope you and your family enjoyHumanities Trips:
Northumberland Avenue is an ever a safe and sunny mitérm break and
present difficulty and | would ask all ~ remind you that school will start on The Year 11 geography GCSE classes
parents/carers to show courtesy to the Monday 2nd June at 8.30 am. went to theRiver & Rowing Museurin
Henley in April for a e " %
[

5 & Ax s DA x - MrsVAngus . 4« \ isio ign ready| |
20SNI NBaiRSyGaQ Rl\ma%é&iega St O L ¢ ?g:é‘thei §§£"AS
to inform you that the Police will be h- . \ = /0
patrolling Northumberland Avenue and ?;vuoﬁ"rﬂi?esr?:r’ttoftlge
anyone who is seen contravening the 'a@ath Cassid )
in respect to parking will be issued with a y y trip seems to have

£30 fine or risk their vehicle being seizeE.Oming soon! be_en 'fhe exhil?ition of /
Wind in the Willows! 7 |

LQY adaNB i _d4
a lot about rivers too! ==

residents by ensuring they do not park il l@ww
( ()/

g

The new school build is progressing welthis popular author wilf
and the planning application has now be visiting on Thursday

been forwarded to the Planning 5 June to talk about he, .
Committee at RBC for approval. We  |atest bookd { 6 SS {7 : Weéjnesdqy_B(?]g\lprll salvv Ht_he Year8
expect to hear a positive outcome to this$ 2 y s&lke ./ students visit theNatural History

e “* Museumin London. The focus of the trip

in July 2014. The design of the new  Chocolate Box Girls . h hibits in the Red 7
school is excellent and students will be series. All Year 7 and 8 girls will be therg o> to view the exhibits in the Red zone

even prouder to be a member of RGS. and have had letters enabling them to 2 ¢2 1€ dirls had previously been
pre-order books at a studying theRestless Eartha topic

% . which included volcanoes, earthquakes
=% small discount.
i and the causes and effects of these
8 There will also be

natural hazards.
books on sale on the

day. This visithas  Year 7 went on a visit to thgcience

@ been made possible Museumin London this month. The

school uniform of school jumper, white NS B téy V\Iiart]erstongs foc(;xs of their trip watl)s cllrr]nate change

blouse and navy blue skirt or trousers \r; e labs boc < PO;-)f' sBop I?n an ﬁnergy ushageh utt erekwas_ S0

with black shoes. @ - R Puffin Books. a|11"u(cj:a to see that they were kept in awe
y.

students will be expected to be in the fZR
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mﬂl done to our¥{ 2 : 'fll' l .
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winning the The school is lucky to have the support
The Next Big Thing competition! TheyR and help of many local businesses and
received a we are very grateful for their support.

{GdzRSyGa FTNBY wSI Ropagtiul tpphwWt & Q NI OSy (0 Rexent activities include:
took part in a challenge organised by ~and gift vouchers each. Their idea was {g Graft
{tewh G2 GKAy| 27 ceatahgadpnéndsivith sala paveis io (R RallaREed 7
for Sigmens tp'develop. As yvell as recharge mopile devices. from anq s no\\I/Valleyhas been working on interview
receiving certificates from Siemens, thepart of an online competition to win skills and CV writing with Year 11 girls
also achieved Level 2 Silver awards as £1000 for charity. Please visit our ¢ giris.
Industrial Cadets. This is a new initiativeebsite to access the link and cast yourStaff fromKPMGhave been mﬂ
which has been inspired by HRH The Vote for Solar Beatz. Congratulations tomentoring some Year 11~ /%7472
Prince of Wales. We would like to thankthe winning team of Elizabeth students to help them with
SATRO and Siemens for their support, Buttazzoni, Aishat Hamzat, Anika Javeithe transition from school. They will also
LJ- NI A Odzf | NX & [ 2 dzA aTgspia Tekigler ang§ AsyaiMiphaviBed.fiezpiasiding a guest speaker on Finance
| for the Year 10 Business Studies class.

MaQIStrates Court Graham Simms, who is now retired from

A group of Year 9 students has recentlyProctor and Gamblegave a very

been working on the Magistrates Court interesting and stimulating talk on

Mock Trial Competition which is innovation to Year 10 science students.
organised by the&itizenship Foundation

The competitioraims to introduce the ~Rotary Club

legal system to young people in an AL . 9

. . " - SIFRAY3 DANI aQ {OK2z22f¢
innovative and exciting way, giving the echnology Challenge. which was

the opportunity to gain hands on . ) )
. ganised by th&keading Maiden Erlegh
experience. Students take on the roles otary Cluband held at The REME

Five students from Year 10 (Sahara  |5vers, witnesses, magistrates and . .
Pandit, Neyma Siddiqui, Aisha Alobaidirt staff and prepare the prosecution Museum at Arborfield Garrison.
Anupama Acharya and Aneesa Bses) 5 defenceof specially written criminal Teams had to design and make an
participated in the competition on Friday.ases Teams compete against each  implement which, from two metres

9 May in Frimley for which they had iher in a live format at Magistrates' ~ away, could move a piece of radioactive
been preparing for the past four monthseq,rts with their performances judged material (played by a tennis ball!). They
Their idea was a wristband that helped y,, \jagistrates and other legal had to produce a portfolio of ideas and
tackle the problem of wandering professionals. designs, and then make it from a

Alzheimer's patients and they named it ; ; .
) " ; selection of kit they were given. The KS3
he team put in many hours of e :
Semita The competition was a chance td p y ompetition just had to lift the ball from

showcase teamwork and science skills Preparation, study and practice and they

: : : a box on its side to a target 1 metre
i inaing i i did [l indeed. In the Berksh he .
while also bringing in marketing and 10 very well inaeed. In the berkshire way. The KS4 competition had to lift

iness i heat, of the 1 ki in theil®
business ideas. It gave the students a heat, of the 10 teams taking part in thei the ball through the top of the box, S0

i heat they came second, and they got . .
b_etter idea c_>f hO_W y . yd the implement needed to reach in and
big companies like through to the regional heats which was rasp the ball and be operated with a
Siemens operate. an excellent achievement. At the grasp P

: . trigger mechanism. Judges were on
regional heats they faced some stiff
competition. The organiser hand throughout the day to watch the

congratulated all the teams on the high tea:jrr;f] atdwqu and asl; ?‘t:jo‘“ :h?:rl]deasa
standard of the teams in the competitionan € devices were tried out at the en

By Neyma Siddiqui
& Sahara Pandit
10A

Vear 10 Business b4 GKAA S@Syido ! yihREMWy 68t wbD{ RARyQI
SQ(glLﬂ- /B Studies students make it to the national finals but this is Our Year 8 team in the KS3 competition
"—/J -!:—J:;:{ attended Skilll Reading an excellent experience and one that witlid well and kept to a very simple idea, a
- “  at the offices of impress colleges and future employers. bit like a giant pair of scissors with

- scoops on the end. The Year 10 team had
1 an excellent idea but, no matter what
TGKSe ONASR:E (GKSeé& 0O2d
mechanism to work. After the testing

{ session they had great delight in

s breaking the device up, and were then
completely surprised to be told that they
had won the KS4 competition! The
inventiveness of their idea and the

quality of their conversations had won

the day.

Microsoft. They worked in teams with g
mentor fromAldermore Banko think of &#
a business idea to develop; the event
was led by very motivational and
energetic young entrepreneurs.

There were eight teams in total,

including two from RGS. All the stude
were shy to start with but the mentors
soon put them at their ease and they
came up with some great ideas. Well

£
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National Grid and opportumtle_s for travel. Students part in a follow
also discussed in groups the careers theyp workshop,
On Thursday 1 May ten students from are interested in pursuing, and the they split into
Year 10 visited thilational Gridoffices personality traits that will help them andgroups and
in Wokingham as they were holding an the traits that would hinder them in any completed
open day. One of the topics covered in career. They also shared some activities led by
physics this year is about the National interesting facts about how social medighe alumni. We
Grid. has changed our lives. had great feedback from the girls who

. . . . took part, it was a real confidence
First we received a very interesting

° e
. . ® |’'M COOKING b booster, meeting girls who had been
welcome talk about Nthe ational Grid, “Eb WITHJAMIE 9% GkNPdaKk wStRAy3 DANI a

they asked us questions to see if we h now out in the real world, Cynthia is at

any |pl§a of yvhat the National Grid is and university in Plymouth, Nasreen works in
why it is so important. Later on we were

o Food Revolution Da the legal department of a transport
split into two groups, one group were y company and Kitty is an events manager
shown the main control room for Friday 16 May saw the Science for a large venue. We look forward to
electricity to England, Scotland and - Department run the Food Revolution  yelcoming more former students in to
Wales, while the other group did Day challengeHundreds of thousands ofschool in the near future. If you would
activities of making small models of  teachers and students around the worldjike to get involved you will find more

windmills, then we |
switched over.

At the end of the
day we were split
into three groups
and were given a
challenging task to _ _
come up with a | Reading Girls'
suitable place for a . School took part
wind farm and substation on an island. and the students

We gave smart ideas and my group wef@vedthe \‘< 2y {dyaKAysSQa | SkNy
the winners. The day ended with a talk &XPerience and started to follow theRockSchool

about careers at the National Grid, and had a lot of fun. programme. Y_ear_9 hgve further_
] ] developed their skills in performing two
Travel and Tourism Trip well-known songs. All classes have built

The information we gathered was very to Bright these songs to performance level and we
helpful towards our current topics and 0 brighton will be recording their work.

may be of use in the future. | understan%n Thursday 15 May, the Peish BTEC
the importance of saving electricity in '
order to save the natural resources.

took part cooking along with Jamie information on our website.
Oliver to made a _

delicious Rainbow
Salad Wrap.
Promoting healthy
eating tostudents
isa priority so

Music Department

This has been another productive term in

> Music with some really excellent

+ curriculum work being produced. Pupils

. in Year 7 are now developing their skills

ﬁ in reading music, learning chords and
_druml AG LI GGSNya d2 UK

L

we were given some souvenirs.

) ) More Year 10 students are involved in
students visited Brighton to carry out  he mysical life of the school, the most
some research on the appeal of Brightopscent venture here are four girls that

By Neyma Siddiqui 10A as a seaside destination for young have now started their own band and
_ _ people. This is to be used for their are rehearsing regularly. The School
IT is not just for geeks! coursework when completing Unit 6: Ukchoir continues to rehearse with super
Tourism DestinationsFor some success, and other groups have also now

10G and 10U IT groups have had @ gy, dents this was their first visit to started to flourish
careers related workshop with staff frong ighion and for one their first trip to the '
Dell. The IT industry is one of the most i seasideStudents enjoyed exploring
fast growing and exciting, particularly inyq Pier, strolling along the beach and

the Thames Valley area, but women St”%oaking up the atmosphere in The Land
only make up 20% of the workers in IT. 5| in the glorious sunshine.

Steve and Liliana from Dell told the V Phem

v .
VR
students about the company and their
own jobs and career backgrounds. Bo
had changed the type of job they do

There are new activities in the extra
&u&ricular programme musicians who
wish to rehearse and be mentored in
solo or small group performances and
students are able to come along to Music
Theory Club. Needless to say that our
amazing GiG Night is going from strength
to strength after school on Fridays and
after half term students will be able to
come along to watch too.

several times so wanted studentsto ~ We had our first alumni event recently.
1y26 GKFIG 2204 0K SrareeGdineestudentyvisiged Wit y
necessarily for life. They talked about facilitator fromFuture First to lead an
the range of jobs in I§ including assembly with Year 10s about making
graphics, games design, HR, finance, the most of work experience. The girls
marketing, sales and so on, as well as have recently completed their
computing and technical jobsand the applications for work experience, and
advantages of working in an industry  will be completing this in September.
with good rewards, creativity, flexibility After the assembly around 30 girls took

3



Duke of Edinburgh News

The Quest for the Bronze Award

The Duke of Edinburgh award is a
qualification for young people aged

between 14 and 24. It requires students

to undertake four different sections in:

volunteering, practising a physical sport,
learning a new skill and then undertaking

an expedition- all over a period of about
6 months. The aim of this is to develop

social and teamwork skills whilst buildin

selfesteem and having fun. However,
dzLi2y O2YLX SliAz2ys
to become the genuine Duke of
Edinburgh. The challenge requires
persistence and commitment and can
change the lives of those who
participate, introducing them to new

experiences and developing talents. Bo#landard dinner was made on gas stov
employees and universities recognise ths, all the students. There was even ti

award which helps young people to

become fitter, make a difference to theiftoasting marshmallows and going to

communities and gain a greater
understanding of the natural
SYG@ANRBYYSyiod !
we are excited to be offering the Bronz
award for the very first time.

Adventure! Excitement! Discovery!
CFriA3IdzSH ¢KI{iQa
students felt when they undertook their
practice Duke of Edinburgh camping
expedition over the weekend of the
10/11 May. The group has been in
training since January, planning their

journey and learning new map, campinghrough the historical site of Roman

and safety skills. It was a joy to witness
them putting a tent up for the first time.

The first expedition went incredibly wel
Terrible rain was forecast for the
weekend but we were greeted with
sunshine and smiles at the start of our
journey. Once we had started the hike
RARY QG GF{1S t2y3
become slightly lost, but the students
managed to get themselves back on
track. The walk took the groups from th
edge of West Reading up through

a0peged gl {peyhyave, agveniyrers gog to

w SThesgegng day wag angtapr advsmiuses ¢

e

6 Knomment| whitst c&bfng witl il thé ™ n

The students: Zobia, Ayesha, Urooj,
Mridhu, Aleena, Kanza, Anu, Nimrah,
Asya, Charlie, Courtney and Aliyah

The teachers: Mr Boyd, Mrs

[ dzy yYAY3IKFYZ aiaa hQws
Nichols
| SNBQa ¢KIG az2vy$sS 2
to say:

Pangbourne and then to Beale Park. * Charlieca ¢ KS LINF OuAas SEL.
here was time to stop for lunch (mostly

ot Noodles) before the heavens then

a good experience to have. Yes there
were challenges to it, yet my team
supported me and helped me carry
3 Affter having this experience, | feel
L

try out their waterproof kit. Y Y2NB O2yTARSYd 7
Camping overnight was a total success
One group set their tents up with

military timing and precision, the other

group not so much. Delicious, gourmet

to play some cards and football, before

sleep.

g i
™

l.fl
creatures such as horses and cows (and Cunningham, the geography teacher,

The int Nimrahg & L Tdzyye

répid group stumbled upon rare e F2dzy R A
f SR dza GKS gNRy3 61l &¢
several boggy fields. Some students Asyacd2 I £ TAYy3 SAGK Ye 3
learnt how to use their compasses a full sense of determination. Being in
properly and danger was averted as one g,ch g rural area is like being placed in
explorer was bravely rescued from some 5 \whole new world full of rich green

ferocious brambles. Once everyone had VI G dzNB & @
made it back to the finish point with
muddy boots it was agreed that it was
the best weekend ever!

an actual deer) and managed to cross

e MridhucaL fA{1{SR YIl1Ay3 ¥
together as a group as it showed good
teamwork. We made some delicious

LI adlz S@Sy (GK2dAK A
showed endless teamwork, strength and | . . AN A A
friendship and were a pleasure to ¢ AlyahcaL T A1SR SOSYyAy3 |

accompany. They helped and playing cards and football and having

a Eurovision party with little flags.
encouraged each other at every 7
There was a positive atmosphere

challenges thrown at them. The exciting ?rrlong§t aIIAthe sthdents and with the
. . : USlIF OKSNEE¢ O

news is that they get to do it all again B

over the weekend of the 14/15 June fore Anug¢a 2 £ {1 Ay 3 | NB dzy R

their final, assessed, expedition. This will days was a really good experience. |

be near Bramely and take the girls enjoyed the evening football and
learning how to pack a rucksack. Even
though we all came back with aching
02RASAT Al 61 a ¢2NIK

e Uroojand Zobiga 2 K G S Syza2:
the most was being surrounded by
people we love and finally finishing
0KS FANRG KFEF 27F

Throughout the two days the girls

MYy

Silchester. In the meantime the girls will

be undertaking

additional bag

& packing,

@ orienteering and

cookery sessions

to prepare them
for fhelrdinaly \p g7 gz

adventureg the

quest for the

Bronze Award is

almost complete.
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